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A ® Strange NE w S from 


ARPINGTON 


NEAR 


Bexly in Kent: 


BEING 
A True Narrativeof a young | Maid who was Poleſt with 
| ſeveral Devils or Evil Spirits, one of which, by the 
Prayers of 'a Pious and Religious Dodtor, who came 
to viſit her, was fetcht out of her og and appear'd 


in the Room. in the likeneſs of a large Snake, and 
twiſted ir ſelf abont the Doors Neck, whilit he was 
at his Devotion. 

Wich an Account alſo of other Devils which yet remain 
in her, and reveal ſeveral ſtrange things, the like never 
heard before ; of which, the Contents within, will 
give you a particular Account, 

This Narrative is atteſted by ſeveral Perſons of Credit, 

but amongſt many others, by one Mrs, Hopper, a per- 

ſon of worth, and good Reputation, whom you may 
ſpeak wich ar the Sign of the Bell and Draggon in Whites 

Ally in Chancery-Lane, who was there preſent whalſt 

this accident happened. 


London, Printed for R.G, 167g. 
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i Strange News from 
ARPINGION. 


NEAR 


Het Soupe:andsBewer he Alm fie Cakes 


'» allot the Privice of Daxbeſs, and bis Evil Spirits," 

F, 7 would be mbre becoming the buſineſs of # litye 
Valuma, than a lictle Sheet : ſome Divines have intleeten- | 
deavoured to guels at it, but none of them ever petfealyde- 
fided it, I ſhall nor-rherefore/trovblemy Reader with any ? . 


' tedious harangue'of ſeveral Mens opinions in this particu- * 


Jar, but preſently fall on the ſtrange circumſtances'of this 
wonderful Narrative, the particulars whereof are of ſuffi- 
cient validity to confirm the moſt ſtaggering and unreſolved 
Chriſtian, and to convert the moſt-impudent and incredu- 
lous Atbtift in the whole World. 

A.2 The 


- 


(2) | 
_- The perſon nominated in the Title Page, who atteſts the 


erity of this Relation, happening to have ſome near Rela» 
to who lived very ger the place where this ocrurrene 
xppened, chanced ſome time fince to give them a Viſie, 
and hearing (affoon as. ſhe arrived there) a General Won- 
der, and ſeeing an Utniverſal Conſternation appearing at- 
moſt in every ones Countenance, at this Young Maids be. 


ing poſſeſt with the Devil or Evil Spirits, which for ſome 


time were heard to talk and skrick within her ; ſhe had a 
great curioſity to become an Eye-witneſs of what every one 
—_—_—_ to be ſo miraculohs, partly to fatisic her own in- 
credulity, and partly that (he might credibly inform others 
of whatſhe had been ſo often told her ſelf, contriving in this 
Reſolution, ſhe made farther inquiry after this buſineſs, 
whereby ſhe underflns; that ehoſe Devils or Evit Spirits 
which —_—_— thi#thiſgrable Crefturezlike thele which 
poſſcls'd. Jul, were not at all times Iajutions alike, bur 
ſometimes ſuffer'd her a little freedom from their unruly 
_ and incompaſſonate 


Rage. | 
©: She was farthet 7” DO an. eminent Wolory. 
We 


whom She tiad long known, wis the Metds greatet viſitanes 
he by the double aſitance of his Devotion and Phyfick, 
hadbin much more <ff:&ual thay all ether means uſed ro-. 
wards the Mittigating or allwaging of her violent Firs, fo 
that the Atteſter hereof, becauſe Shewonld ſee the urmoſt, 


rure, as theſe Firzs were come upon her, and her Friend the 

Door was there. | 
The place where this diſtrefled Creature lay, was at a 
Town known by the name of Arpingion, above three _ 
| | ant 


| choſe ourſuchan opportunity to go viſit this poſſefſed Crea-" 


— 


- \ with a Face now 


(3) 
diftant from Bexly a Marker Town in Kenr, and it was 
on Munds) the fifth day of this Inflane May when this 


». *. $4 +4 ; '» i greae.. 
Silence and expeRarion of. what would be the event of, 


immediarely happened, fot as this worthy DoQtor was 
i the midſt of his Devotion 2-15 the Maids 
, yerat the 


were through the extream. fervency of him. who Prayed,. 
or any other ſupernatural cauſe , Heaven only knows, 
bur ar length one of theſe Spirits or Devils was heard by. 

| all: 


» 
% 


(4 

all the SpeRators; and particularly by Mrs. Hopper, who 
A HE Fn 2 Jcotfn] Tone tg Reak 
r! eſe words, very diſtinaly, Weaker and weaker, weaker 
ad weaker ; which Exclamation it repeated four times 
over, and then (eaſed, | | 

\Whar Horror, whar Confternation and Amazement 
did this, or rather did it-not, work in the wor ering 
Auditors, .fome of them clap their hands on their. 
Hearts, and with;elevated Eyes, ſcemed to tell the reſt, 


. 


that Atnazement: had made them looſe, or ar leaſt for- 


trhe ule of their Tongues, otiers ſtood as ill, as if, 
44 $Lh | Li 4 Wh G 4 h -f 
they had | cen Metamorp med tnto Statues; others ran 
- ont of the Room almoſt (eoleleſs, and were ſometime 
before they. cquld declare the Reaſon of fo tugden a 
ſurprilal, ©"... 2. 1; 


"Bur this Gehtlewg T 6p bping of an Moi 


CA nt of ont 
happen, -ahd therefore firred,not out of the Room till 
the L ar tad Jane, and y! gle after both ſhe and all 
thar were lefe inzhe Room, might, again hear one of the. 
fame Spirits within her, which had got poſlcſhon of the 
Mig, to bark like a little Dogg twice together, 


rage, Was re olved to 3 and ce the laſt of w 


-, 


his was all that was heard or. ſeen worthy of publick 


Remark at this time, © 
' But onanother day wherein this 


' inthe fight ofa great number of ſpeQators who then came 
toſee her, Tknow to many it.will ſecm Irccredulous, for 
WG __--Ikiw 


Cou- 


| inother d: poor Creature was- 
ſcjiſed on by theſe Lamenrable Firs, theſame perſon was , 
earneſtly ar Prayer on his kyees by her, when bchold a- 
far greatcr wonderthan we have before related, happened, 


| —_—urLSG 


| —__ 


| | o 

Eknow there are ſome pebple which will tot believethere 
are any ſuch things as Wirches or Spirirs, becauſe they 
then know they muſt in all Reaſon be Induced to belicve 
there is a Go'i, which by reaſon of a confanit courſe and 
hdbir of Sin, a vſual cnſtom of Fl\ ring and Lapghing ar 
the News of a Heaven'or a Hell, 'or an eternal being tn 
the World ro come z-theſe would not willingly that the, 
ſubſiltance of a Deity ſho!1ld be found true, PI x 

Bur fince no Reaſons cor Examples will convince ſuch 
obſtinare humoriſts , let them perſiſt irrefraRory, till 
Startling Death, with its train of Terrors,- open their 
Blind-Eyes, and in ſpite of all their unwillingneſs to.the 
contrary,preſentsthem with a Landskip of thoſe infernal 
Territories ;..the,gloomy habitations .of Devils or dam- 
ned Souls, wheretney are likely to remaintoalleternity;\ 
In the Interim, good Chriſtians will believe: their Eyes) 
and thier ſences, and when ctedirably and unanimouſly 
Related, as this; will credi# the arreftatioh of others; © 
and therefore I ſhall bo[dly divulgeebisasan undoubted ! 
truth, . That 2s the aforelaid DoRor was Praying again 
for this diſtreſſed Creature, a live and frewing ſubſtance 
forc'd its way out of her monthin likeneſs of a largeSer 
pent, and flew totheDodor, winding itſelf; in thepre-” 
ſence of the whole auditory abovr his neck, where ir for 
ſometime remain'd,till ſome ofthe ſtandersby were go- 
ing to pluck it off, at whichit nnigdiatly Vaniſhed, 
and was never ſeen fince. This I ſay was done before 8 
Mulritude of People, all of which are ready to confirmir 
under their hands, to beaviſible truth, | 

There yet remains another of theſe Spirits in this 


Maids 


('6.) 

Maid, which many. times diſtorts her in the manner a: 
 bovementioned, the noys of it-is heard as (he poes or 
moves ; it will at ſome times anſwer ſeveral queſtions 

opolcd toit, at other times niake a hidious murmure 
 Ihg, as if it difliked its preſent habitation z which un- 
paralleled wonder, Pcople come far and near to fee, and 
all return with the ſave acknow!cdgment,thar they never 
ſaw nor heard of the like all their Lives, 


hy ——_— _— —_ 


POSTSCRIPT. 


: The Gentlewoman who grves her Atteftatton to the 
Trath of this Narratrve, Teturned up to London, 
but on Munday 4aft, ſbe ſppke. wah both the Mazd 
(ben ber Fit way mutigated) and.the Deflor, un- 
der whoſe 7 pition ſhe , ty ard from cha-' 
raable. endeavours we buye to hear of fFanber ſuc- 
oſs, of which you my hiv i Fre Relat, 
and the wnqueſttonable Truth hath of that and this, 
aefled by [everal ſubſtantial Winer - ſe 
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